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judged hir very maydenly; seldome scene abroade but in place
of prayer and there very devout, and no gaser at outwarde
sightes, no blaser of hir beautie above in the windowes, no
stale at the doore for the bypassers: you would have thought hir
a holy yong woman" (Act ffi, sc. iv). Moreover, though older
folks bulk as largely in Ariosto's play as in Latin drama, and
often, too, for the same comic purpose, that is, to be gulled in
the interests of gaiety, yet one or two of them here have
affections and sentiments which anticipate the more benign
function to be found for them in future comedies. Naturally
one will not expect a Countess Rousillion or a Lafeu; for to no
motive did the comic tradition stick more tenaciously than to
this of the folly of old fools. But the father of Ariosto's young
man shows the metamorphosis beginning. He tells of the plans
he had had for his son: "I thinking that by that time he had
sene the worlde, he would learne to know himselfe better,
exhorted him to studie, and put in his election what place he
would go to. At the last he came hither, and I thinke he was
scarce here so sone as I felt the want of him, in suche sorte as
from that day to this I have passed fewe nightes without teares,
I have written to him very often that he shoulde come home.
... I would not be without the sighte of hym againe so long
for all the learning in the worlde. I am olde no we, and if God
shoulde call mee in his absence, I promise you I thinke it
woulde drive me into disperation" (Act IV, sc. iv). The young
lady's father, too, is different. He is not merely enraged at his
daughter's seduction, he is heartbroken by it, in the modern
way: "Yea, what should it prevayle me to use all the punish-
ments that can be devised? the thing once done can not be
undone. My daughter is defloured, and I utterly dishonested:
how can I then wype that blot off my browe? and on whome
shall I seeke revengee alas, alas, I myselfe have bene the cause
of all these cares, and have deserved to beare the punishment of
all these mishappes. Alas, I should not have committed my
dearest darling in custodie to so carelesse a creature as this old-e
Nurse; for we see by common proofe that these oldc women